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SUBJ: VISIT OF KUWAITI DELEGATION 

REF: KATHMANDU 2052 OF MAY 21, 1974 

1. KUWAIT DELEGATION HEADED BY ADBUL LATIF Y. AL HAMAD, 
DIRECTOR GENERAL OF KUWAIT FUND FOR ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT, DEPARTED KATHMANDU MARCH 17, AFTER A THREE 
DAY VISIT, ENROUTE TO BANGLADESH. IN STATEMENT AT AIRPORT 
PRIOR TO HIS DEPARTURE, AL HAMAD SAID THAT DELEGATION 
WAS HAPPY TO HAVE ARRIVED AT AN UNDERSTANDING ON 
COOPERATION IN THE POWER AND AGRICULTURAL SECTORS BETWEEN 
NEPAL AND KUWAIT'S FUND FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT. HE SAID 
THAT THE FUND WAS LITTLE CONCERNED WITH POLITICS AND HOPED 
THAT THE COOPERATION BETWEEN THE FUND AND NEPAL WOULD BE ON 
A LONG TERM BASIS. OBSERVING THAT HE WAS PRIMARILY HERE IN 
CONNECTION WITH THE FUND'S ACTIVITIES, HE ADDED THAT THERE 
HAD ALSO BEEN DISCUSSIONS ABOUT POSSIBILITY OF TRADE AND OTHER 
ECONOMIC RELATIONS BETWEEN NEPAL AND KUWAIT. AL HAMAD ENDED 
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THE SAME GROUP, NAMELY THE DEVELOPING COUNTRIES, AND THAT 
THE FUND WAS SEEKING TO EXTEND ITS AREA OF COOPERATION. 

2. COMMENT: THE KUWAITI DELEGATION WAS GIVEN RED CARPET 
TREATMENT BY THE GON. PRESS COVERAGE WAS EXTENSIVE, 

WITH SPECIAL EDITORIAL PAGE ARTICLES DESCRIBING KUWAIT'S 
HISTORY AND ECONOMIC GROWTH. WHILE HERE THE DELEGATION WAS 
RECEIVED BY KING BIRENDRA AND HAD DISCUSSIONS WITH PRIME 
MINISTER RIJAL AND TOP RANKING OFFICIALS IN MAJOR MINISTRIES. 

THE DELEGATION WAS ENTERTAINED AT DINNER HOSTED BY MINISTER 
OF STATE FOR FINANCE BHEKH THAPA, WHICH IBRD RES REP 
DESCRIBED AS MOST LAVISH AFFAIR HE HAS ATTENDED IN NEPAL. 

IBRD REP, WHO HAD DISCUSSIONS WITH KUWAITI DELEGATION AND 
GON OFFICIALS, SAID VISIT HAD GONE EXTREMELY WELL, AND HE 
WAS CERTAIN THAT NEPAL WOULD RECEIVE ASSISTANCE FROM KUWAITI 
FUND. WE HAVE NOT BEEN ABLE TO PIN DOWN PROJECTS WHICH MIGHT 
BENEFIT FROM KUWAIT'S ASSISTANCE, BUT THE MENTION OF HYDRO- 
ELECTRIC PROJECTS RAISES POSSIBILITY OF CONTRIBUTION TO 
KULIKHANI HYDROELECTRIC PROJECT FOR WHICH GON NEEDS TO FIND 
$40 MILLION TO SUPPLEMENT INPUTS FROM JAPAN AND IBRD. THE 
SUCCESS OF DELEGATION'S VISIT TO NEPAL, WHICH ENGENDERED 
GOOD WILL AND OPTIMISM, CONTRASTS WITH GON DISSAPPOINTMENT 
FOLLOWING FOREIGN SECRETARY KAHTRI'S VISIT TO KUWAIT 
EARLY IN 1974, WHEN FOREIGN SECRETARY THOUGHT HE WAS 
SNUBBED (SEE REFTEL). WE WOULD APPRECIATE ANY FURTHER 

INFORMATION EMBASSY KUWAIT MIGHT BE ABLE TO PROVIDE ON 
POSSIBILITY OF AID TO NEPAL. 
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